GUIDELINES FOR SUSTAINABILITY IN THE FILM INDUSTRY
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INTRODUCTION
In 2017, the KwaZulu-Natal Film Commission (KZNFC)
showed their commitment towards sustainable industry
growth through commissioning a study on the
environmental impact and resource use of the film
industry, - the first of its kind in South Africa. This
established a baseline and helped to identify areas of
opportunity and provided guidance around a strategy
for moving forward.
One of the key recommendations made was the
development of guidelines focused on economic, social
and environmental impact - which is known as a triple
bottom line approach - for the film and media
production industry. This was commissioned in 2019
with the aim to provide clear, practical steps to support
film makers, while providing for the local and national
legislation that would govern the film sector.

These guidelines are intended to assist all stakeholders
in the sector in KZN to understand the environmental
impact of the resources used in film and media
production. The guidelines furthermore aim to guide
Municipalities’ decision making processes when they
develop policies for this sector.
While these guidelines are based on the South African
context, they have been informed by international best
practice. They provide practical examples of what can
be done, with a check list and additional resources for
reference.
We hope that you will find these guidelines useful on
your journey towards greener, more responsible
productions and that this will lead to a more resilient
and sustainable industry.
Carol Coetzee
KZNFC CEO

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDELINE
The guidelines have been compiled to provide support to
the industry around sustainability issues, with a triple
bottom line approach that incorporates social,
environmental and economic impacts.
The first section provides background information around
why this is an important matter, followed by a section
around sustainability practices – things that you can
practically do, such as being energy efficient, saving water
and recycling.
The section on implementation explains how to get started
and how to manage the process, while it unpacks the
sustainability practices from a departmental point of view.
You don’t need to read the booklet from start to finish if you
have limited time. The structure of the guidelines allows
you to focus on a sustainability practice and to consider
your implementation plan in a very practical manner.
There is also a quick reference check list, as well as
additional resources for reference.

Be inspired. Look out for examples of best practice in
sustainable production from around the world.
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BACKGROUND – WHAT ARE THE KEY ISSUES?
WHAT IS SUSTAINABILITY IN FILM?

WHY IS SUSTAINABILITY IMPORTANT?

Sustainable or responsible film making is the process of
incorporating socially and environmentally responsible
decision making into the planning and implementation of a
film production, or any related media. It involves
incorporating sustainable development into the business
principles and practices at all levels of the production and
represents the total package of interventions that need to be
undertaken in an integrated manner.

In this guideline, we focus on three main reasons

The terms ‘sustainable’ and ‘green’ are used interchangeably
within this document, whereas ‘going green’ is seen as an
easy access term. The terms aim to be inclusive of the triple
bottom line approach for positive environmental, social and
economic impacts.
While the term “film” is used in this document, it includes
television and video production, as well as stills and other
relevant media. The process starts from pre-production
through to post-production, and takes a systemic approach to
ensure that the underlying causes are addressed.

on why sustainability is important:

Climate crisis

Resource consumption

Social transformation

CLIMATE CRISIS
While weather refers to the atmospheric conditions over the
short term (temperature, humidity, wind, etc.), climate refers
to the long-term weather patterns (typically over 30 years) in
a specific region.
As temperatures increase, the oceans evaporate more
moisture into the sky. Warmer air can hold a lot more water
vapour, leading to bigger storms and floods. As global
temperatures continue to increase, the earth’s water cycle
intensifies even more, leading to larger and deeper droughts.
Hotter years typically have more fires, as it is warmer and
dryer. It makes it more difficult to fight fires, with higher wind
speeds.

Energy is reflected by the
atmosphere and earth’s surface
Energy from sun
Greenhouse gases
Sunlight (solar radiation)

Greenhouse gases
reflect heat back to
the earth

Space

Atmosphere

Heat is radiated back
to space

Sun’s energy heats
the earth’s surface
Earth
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Access to clean water is a critical issue all around Africa, and
will be further intensified by climate change issues. Hotter
temperatures, stronger storms, rising seas, and many more
extreme weather patterns will threaten the health of our
communities and the future we pass on to generations to
come.
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RESOURCE CONSUMPTION

At the simplest level, having more fuel-efficient vehicles and
driving these in a more fuel-efficient manner will reduce the
amount of fuel used and will reduce resource consumption.
However, every single product or service we buy for personal
or business use, contributes to resource consumption.
Over the course of a media production, which usually
involves a lot of material usage, this can add up to a
considerable opportunity for positive impact.

Some of the climate crisis indicators include the increase of
average
over the oceanIN
andFILM?
land reduction in
WHATtemperatures
IS SUSTAINABILITY
sea ice, glaciers and snow cover, and the increase in water
vapour.
We know it’s happening, and we know why: carbon pollution
from fossil fuels is warming our planet and throwing natural
systems out of balance. The film industry contributes
significantly towards greenhouse gas emissions, therefore
sustainable production can have an equally positive impact.
The advantage of being a creative industry is that it can
influence other industries for a better future.

To achieve this positive impact, we need to explore ways to
move away from a linear economy mind-set (e.g. take, make
and dispose) towards a circular economy (e.g. reduce, reuse,
recycle) where materials are made from renewable sources
and returned for reuse through composting biological
material and recycling technical materials.

LINEAR ECONOMY

WASTE

Amazing Spiderman 2 paid for the restoration of a local park
that was one of the locations as a way to leave a positive
legacy in the community. The park had been damaged by
Hurricane Sandy and repairs included planting more trees.
Kings of Mulberry Street funded the repair and refurbishment
of the Small Enterprise Development Agency office in
Tongaat, which served as one of the main locations.

The International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) provides
scientific consensus that global average temperatures are
rising due to human activity. The rise of global average
temperatures is increasing climate related risks
.
Environmental threats dominate the World Economic
Forum’s 2019 Global Risks Report for the third year in a
row - both in terms of impact and likelihood.

NATURAL RESOURCE

TAKE

MAKE

DISPOSE

Technical and biological materials mixed
Energy from finit sources

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

The Paris Agreement has been signed by 194 nations and
the European Union - an international protocol to strengthen
our collective response to climate change, and to limit an
increase in global average temperature to well below 2°C
above pre-industrial levels.

CO2e

Cu
Zn

BIOLOGICAL MATERIALS

TECHNICAL MATERIALS

Energy from renewable sources
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We need to consider the process from the design phase and
selection of raw materials through to production, distribution
and consumption. It requires more mindful selection of
materials, products or services to reduce unnecessary
WHAT ISwhile
SUSTAINABILITY
IN FILM?
purchases,
reducing wastage across
all stages.
Excessive resource extraction and the processing involved in
a linear economy, along with the growing demand for meat
as a dietary requirement, are leading to an alarming amount
of biodiversity loss and water stress.
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The International Resource Panel Report indicates that
resource consumption is expected to double by 2050, which
means that better natural resource use is essential for a
pollution-free planet.
The World Circular Economy Forum lists three aspects to the
sustainability crisis: the climate crisis, the biodiversity crisis
and the overuse of natural resources. More sustainable use
of material and energy can add an estimated $2 trillion to the
global economy by 2050.

Triggered by this excessive consumption and destruction,
the sixth mass extinction is underway and focuses on
insects. This threatens a collapse of nature's ecosystems,
putting food security further at risk.

SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION
The film industry has a responsibility to contribute towards
social transformation and to ensure that the triple bottom line
of people, planet and profit is addressed.
To enable change, it needs to impact on the lives of all
people. By providing opportunities around skills training and
job creation that focuses on sustainability, the industry can
contribute towards creating a green economy. It does,
however, need to be applied in a manner that ensures all
genders have equal opportunity with fair working conditions
and fair pay.
Local content can educate, shift mindsets, and bring about
behaviour change, and should therefore include practical
ways of going green as part of the storyline in mainstream
media.

Call of the Wild recovered 4.75 tons of used plastics from the
set for recycling or repurposing, including hard-to-recycle
plastics such as latex gloves, latex sponges, and dirty foam,
while a supplier bought back 17 of the 21 tons of foam
purchased by Construction for reuse and recycling.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
While these guidelines focus on practical things that you can
do on your production, it links back to the bigger picture and
international trends. The Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), otherwise known as the Global Goals, are a
universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet and
ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity.

Principles such as gender equality, decent work and
economic growth, responsible consumption and production,
and climate action are all relevant to the film and media
production industry and highlighted as part of the SDGs.

The United Nations’ 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development outlines 17 Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), which are an urgent call to action for all countries
and all industries.

i
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WHAT IS THE IMPACT OF THE FILM INDUSTRY ON RESOURCE USE AND THE ENVIRONMENT?
It has been estimated that carbon emissions for broadcasting
isWHAT
comparable
to that of the aviation industry.
In 2007 the
IS SUSTAINABILITY
IN FILM?
broadcasting contribution was around 2% of global
emissions. Aviation emissions increased to around 5% by
2015, although there was no comparable data for global
broadcasting¹º. The majority of carbon emissions come from
the consumption of fossil fuels. This consumption is due to
activities such as travel (air and land), energy use (electricity
and generators), and the consumption and waste of
non-renewable materials.
Additionally, due to resource scarcity and the growing global
demand for energy, it is forecast that electricity prices and the
costs of processing raw materials will continue to increase.
Given the broadcast industry’s dependence on electricity, it is
imperative that it should be as energy efficient as possible for
its longer-term sustainability.

The importance of measuring and whenever possible
reducing the carbon emissions that stem from film and media
production cannot be overemphasized. By quantifying these
emissions, we can understand our impact and target those
high emission activities, reducing them by reworking our
business operations and culture.
The overall impact of film production is a combination of
three key factors: scale, extent and duration¹¹. Scale refers to
the local, regional, national or global context. Extent refers to
the size of the impact, or the area being affected. Duration
considers how long the environment will be exposed to any
impacts.

TOTAL CARBON EMMISSIONS PER PRODUCTION
Kings of Mulberry
51.81
CO2e

Uzalo
The Widow

283.04
CO2e

969.64
CO2e
*The Widow measurements refers only to the KZN aspect of the production

TONS CO2e

A study commissioned by KZNFC in 2018 showed that the
greenhouse gas emissions created in a production can vary
between 6 tons CO2e/week for a local TV series, to around
10 tons CO2e/week for a local feature film, but over 150 tons
CO2e/week for an international production. The total carbon
emmissions per production are illustrated above.
The largest contributors towards carbon emissions were
flights, transport and energy usage.
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WHAT IS THE INDUSTRY’S INVOLVEMENT AND RESPONSIBILITY?
Filming in Environmentally Sensitive Areas
in eThekwini:

Film and media production blurs the lines between art and
commerce.
finely balances risk, vision
budget; it
WHAT ISIt SUSTAINABILITY
INand
FILM?
manages the constraints of time and place; it harnesses
individual skills and transforms them under great pressure in
a highly fluid environment.

a)

Film making is both fleeting (as a project and in terms of the
financial vehicle) and lasting (the product and potentially its
legacy). It is always greater than its parts.
b)

Critical to this industry is collaboration between cast and
crew, suppliers (both local and further afield) as well as the
filmmaker and locals such as the authorities, agencies and
the community – especially when on location.

c)

Responsible or sustainable film making is an approach that
sets the production up to make a positive environmental,
social and economic impact as it goes about its business
(See Sustainability practices - What can be done?). It is an
approach that also encourages collaboration in that it
prioritises a constructive outcome for all.
Clear and accurate guidelines for responsible / sustainable
film making provide clarity around what is expected and
possible. They also encourage early and frequent
communication between all parties to ensure an
understanding and appreciation for the requirements from all
sides leading to the greater goal of achieving a responsibly
made production.

The Durban Film Office may require the production company
to conduct an environmental impact assessment or compile
and implement an Environmental Management Programme
if the Municipality deems the film shoot to have a potential
adverse impact on the environment.

WHAT IS SUSTAINABILITY IN FILM?

This By-law does not absolve the production company from
complying with any other applicable national or provincial
environmental legislation.
Any person who intends to conduct filming on adjacent or in
close proximity to an environmental sensitive area may be
required to –
compile and implement an Environmental Management
Programme, where such filming is a micro, small or
medium shoot; or
conduct an Environmental Impact Assessment, where
such filming is a large or very large shoot.

d)

The Environmental Management Programme or
Environmental Impact Assessment must be submitted to
eThekwini Municipality: Environmental Planning and Climate
Protection Department for approval.

e)

Where an environmental authorisation is required in terms of
the National Environmental Management Act, 2007 (Act No.
7 of 2007), its Impact Assessment Regulations and listing
notices or specific environmental management Acts, this may
be submitted in lieu of the Environmental Impact Assessment
or Environmental Management Programme in terms of this
By-law.

f)

The Municipality may require compliance with any norm or
standard for film shooting in environmentally sensitive areas.

g)

The Municipality may prohibit filming in certain conservation
areas having significant and sensitive biodiversity attributes.
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WHAT ARE THE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS?
It is a legal requirement that any person who undertakes any
filming
in aIS
public
place needs to haveIN
a valid
film permit
WHAT
SUSTAINABILITY
FILM?
issued by their local municipality, subject to terms and
conditions of approval. A permit would generally purport that
filming may not constitute a nuisance, cause damage to any
property; cause injury to the occupants of neighbouring
premises; or constitute a breach of any legislation.

Legislation is guided and informed by policy although there
may be some lag between policy creation and implementation.
Policy does however give an indication of future focus areas.
The following policies should be noted:

KwaZulu-Natal’s Provincial Growth Development Plan as
well as the Strategic Infrastructure Projects prioritise climate
change adaptation and mitigation.

The following legislation should be taken into consideration:

The National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) is
applied at local level in the form of Environmental Management
Plans and occasionally at provincial level in the form of a
scoping report, basic impact or full environmental impact
assessment (EIA) depending on the nature of the operations.

By-laws are applied at a municipal level, for example in the
form of the eThekwini Municipality Film By-Law. Contact the
local film offices to access information.

Durban is one of 9,000 cities and local governments from
132 countries on 9 continents representing more than 800
million people that have committed to the Global Covenant of
Mayors for Climate and Energy, a shared long-term vision of
supporting voluntary action to combat climate change.
The city is also a signatory of the Carbon Neutrality
Convention, which commits it to developing long-term,
low-emissions, climate-resilient development strategies, in
line with the agreed long-term temperature increase limit of
1.5 degrees Celsius, as early as possible and by 2020.
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Implementation of sustainable principles and
practices can have many benefits, and some
have been highlighted below:

Cost saving

Social benefits

Resource efficiency and procurement of local products
can save money while still providing the same quality.

A production could provide benefits to the local community
through providing jobs, selecting regional suppliers,
promoting better working conditions, and acting as a
catalyst for social improvement.

Positive reputation
Consumers are increasingly attracted to responsible
brands, and true stories of positive impact have currency
on social media.

Innovation
Greening efforts promote innovative technologies,
techniques and processes to use resources more
efficiently across industries. Supporting these product
suppliers and service providers helps to grow the green
economy.

Conscious living
Every production offers a unique opportunity to raise
awareness among crew and cast - and potentially
audiences - about the benefits of living and doing
business in a sustainable manner.

Influence others
Through including sustainability principles into the
messaging, the film industry can be a catalyst for change.

Return on investment
By pursuing greening, you will not only reduce costs,
but also increase profitability while increasing strategic
opportunities to reduce risk around environmental damage.

BACKGROUND
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WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE SUSTAINABILITY PA?

The role of the Sustainability Production Assistant (PA) or
Green Monitor is new in South Africa and can add great
value to assist productions in going green.
While Environmental Control Officers (ECOs) are quite
common on sets that are located within the natural
environment (see section on biodiversity conservation), this
is a very different role from that of a Sustainability PA.
From a strategic point of view, it is essential that there is
high-level buy-in into greening a production. This might be in
the form of support from the client, director or producer;
however, such backing will help deliver measurable impact
and reward, and avoid greenwashing.
From a practical point of view, it is important to have a
person on the production who is dedicated to assisting with
implementation in a practical manner. The Sustainability PA
or Green Monitor will be hired by the production and be part
of the crew, although additional support might be required
from an external consultancy.
The Sustainability PA will work collaboratively with crew,
Heads of Department (HODs) and vendors to coordinate,
engage and promote sustainability on a film or TV
production. This is a hybrid position – both on set
and in the office.

The key functions of a Sustainability PA or
Green Monitor are to:

Monitoring vs Consulting

Coordinate internal communication and awareness around
sustainability issues on-set to crew and cast through posters,
emails, engagement sessions and information included into
core documents such as the call sheet or extra briefing
notes.

A decade after first implementing sustainable production
processes in North America (US and Canada), there is
currently a shift to a more consistent approach whereby a
dedicated Sustainability PA or Green Monitor is trained by a
consultant, deployed onto a production and supported by the
consultant for the duration of the project. The South African
industry should align with this as a service provider to the
international market.

Coordinate data collection with various departments, vendors
and service providers in line with the agreed key performance indicators.

The consultant would mainly be responsible for:
a workshop to get key decision makers (e.g. HODs
and green champions) on board and to create the
sustainability strategy, policy and targets;
assist with the departmental action plans;

Assist with implementation of sustainability initiatives as may
be required on set. As an example, while Unit is responsible
for waste bin management, the Sustainability PA will work
with Unit towards a recycling system that is practical, and
specifically focus on engaging with crew and cast on how the
recycling works.

guide ongoing internal communication, education
and engagements;
monitor data collection;
analyse the data for key insights;
provide ongoing (remote) support to
Sustainability PA or Green Monitor;
produce the final report and carbon footprint;
advise on appropriate offsetting
opportunities, if required.

BACKGROUND
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A few international examples have been highlighted below:

New York City, USA

Province of British Columbia, Canada

NYC Film Green offers eco-friendly productions the
opportunity to be recognized for their efforts in reducing
their impact on the environment. The NYC Mayor’s Office
of Media and Entertainment (MOME) provides
productions with all of the necessary resources to track
sustainable production practices in key categories.
Earning the NYC Film Green mark of distinction will
establish a production as one of the green leaders in the
entertainment industry.

Sustainable production efforts in British Columbia were
formalized 10 years ago through the Reel Green
initiative, a resource centre with a collection of best
practices to help productions reduce their environmental
impacts and improve their overall environmental footprint.

NYC Film Green is 100% voluntary for television and film
productions. A project's ability to receive a film permit is in
no way connected to its participation in NYC Film Green.
Enrolment in NYC Film Green is free. All educational
materials, best practices, tracking tools, and resources
required for NYC Film Green are available online.

The Reel Green initiative is a mainstay at Creative BC to
empower and inspire productions and industry
stakeholders with the aim to innovate and implement
sustainable production practices. Their focus is on
education, engagement, communications, and provision
of resources.

London, UK

Trentino Province, Italy

Green Screen is a joint initiative between Film London
and sustainability consultancy Greenshoot. The Green
Screen pilot programme and online platform was made
possible with support from Creative Skillset. It is
supported by the London Filming Partnership and
London's Borough Film Services.

This regional film fund is exceptional in that it is the first
in Europe to give both green certification and financial
incentives for environmentally friendly productions.

Productions that register for Green Screen receive access
to resource guides, a bespoke crew memo, and simple
tailored tips for each production department.
After achieving their goals, they are awarded with the
official Green Screen stamp, which they can use on their
end-roll and promotional materials to demonstrate their
green credentials to the world.
Green Screen is rolling out across various European film
regions in 2017-2021.

Should the film receive certification through adopting and
complying with the T-Green Film rating system
(independently verified), the Trentino Film Fund will
reward the company with an incentive for their respect for
the environment.

PRACTICES

BACKGROUND

PRACTICES

IMPLEMENTATION

RESOURCES

SUSTAINABILITY PRACTICES – WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?
When producing a film (or any other media) in a sustainable or
responsible manner, the aim is to ensure that it provides a
balance between environmental protection, social
development and economic benefit. This is known as the triple
bottom-line, also referred to as ‘planet, people and prosperity’.

PEOPLE
Environmental protection (planet) refers to reducing the
ecological footprint of the production through the responsible
use of resources such as energy and water, while limiting
any negative impact on the natural environment.

Bearable

Social development (people) refers to fair and beneficial
business practices with regard to labour and the community
in the region in which the production is hosted.

Sustainable

PLANET
Economic value (prosperity) refers to the financial benefit
of the production, as well as the real economic impact or
benefit enjoyed by the host region.

Equitable

Viable

PROFIT
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY

This section addresses the key interventions that
can be implemented during a production, but
furthermore explains why it is important to
consider them.

Objective: To reduce the overall amount of energy
consumed, while still providing the same output through
energy efficiency and renewable energy measures.

Key performance indicators (KPIs) help to measure
the overall impact of a production.

Sustainability practices:
Sustainable or green practices refer to practical things that
can be done during preparation and on-set to contribute
towards the triple bottom line, such as:

Energy efficiency
Waste reduction
Water conservation
Eco-procurement
Emissions reduction
Biodiversity conservation
Social and economic development
Communication and training

Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom specified 75% of their
lighting to be energy efficient LEDs.

The production of electricity in South Africa is mainly coal
based, which means that any electricity consumption has a
very high carbon footprint. On a long-running television
series more than half of the production’s carbon footprint
could be attributed to the electricity used in studio. The humid
weather in KZN requires the need for air-conditioning in
summer, which contributes significantly to electricity
consumption. The on-set generators run on diesel or petrol,
which further contributes toward the carbon footprint of the
production.
The easiest solution is to ensure that the lights and
appliances used on-set, and at the production office, are as
energy efficient as possible. In addition to this, ensure that all
non-essential appliances are switched off when not in use.
Transport also requires fuel and has a significant impact on
the carbon footprint of a production. Fuel efficiency can be
encouraged through no-idling on set and making sure the
shuttle is full before leaving. Better planning will also reduce
unnecessary trips, saving fuel, money and time.
Regardless of the department or function, the goal is to
reduce energy consumption through using energy efficient
appliances and LED lights, or switching off appliances when
practical. This will help reduce cost and have a positive
environmental impact.

Renewable versus non-renewable energy
resources:
A non-renewable resource is a natural resource that cannot
be produced, regrown, regenerated or reused on a scale that
can sustain its consumption rate indefinitely.
These resources often exist in a finite amount, or are
consumed much faster than nature can recreate them. Fossil
fuels (such as coal, petroleum and natural gas) and nuclear
power are examples of non-renewable energy resources,
while wind, solar and hydro power are examples of
renewable energy resources.
Biodiesel is a diesel fuel substitute that is produced from
renewable sources such as vegetable oils, animal fats or
recycled cooking oils. It can be used in neat form or blended
with petroleum diesel for use in diesel engines. Biodiesel is
biodegradable and non-toxic, with reduced carbon monoxide
(CO) and carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions compared to diesel.
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WASTE REDUCTION

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE
Objective: To reduce the overall waste to landfill through
re-thinking, reducing, reusing, recycling or composting, with a
suitable waste management system in place.

Waste is the most visual practice on-set, and the first thing
most people refer to when thinking about “going green”,
although it can also be the most difficult to get right.

Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again achieved a 99% diversion
rate for on set waste.

The waste hierarchy is used to explain where we need to
place our focus when it comes to waste management.
Most important is to reduce the amount of waste created, as
this can have the biggest impact on the overall process.
Following on this, we need to consider what can be reused,
or recycled. Finally, it needs to be disposed of responsibly
once it has no more purpose. This can be expanded to
include the following – refuse, reduce, redesign, re-use,
repair, refurbish, remanufacture, re-purpose, recycle,
recover (energy).

Waste management does not start at the bin, it starts when
making your procurement decision, as that already impacts
on the type of waste you will create on-set.

REDUCE
In South Africa, 90% of general waste produced
ends up in landfills while only 10% is recycled.

90%

10%

REUSE

RECYCLE

DISPOSAL

BACKGROUND
RESOURCE CONSUMPTION
WHAT IS SUSTAINABILITY IN FILM?

PRACTICES

You can choose between buying single-use (disposable)
polystyrene containers or bio-degradable food containers,
or request catering to provide reusable plates. Each of these
choices have their own waste impact. Single-use containers
usually end up in landfill, but bio-degradable containers going
to landfill cost more without much benefit.

IMPLEMENTATION
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Three-bin system
Ensure that you have a suitable process in place for
bio-degradable food containers so that they are composted.
Reusing plates has the lowest waste footprint; although they
need to be washed, they can be used over and over again,
while the grey water can also be reused.

A three-bin system is recommended to keep things simple,
but it is important to avoid “contamination”.

Recyclable
Items that can be recycled, such as glass, paper,
cardboard, aluminium, steel, plastic, etc. This might differ
depending on who collects the recyclables. The key is to
ensure it is “clean and dry”.
Non-recyclable
Items that cannot be recycled, such as cling wrap, chips
packets, stickers, wallpaper, photographs, dirty or greasy
paper or cardboard (pizza boxes).
Organic or biodegradable waste
Items that originate from plant or animal sources, and can
be broken down by other living organisms, such as leftover
food or bio-degradable food containers.

Other types of waste that you might find on set could include:

E-waste
Electronic waste includes items that have a plug or battery,
as well as batteries themselves. Typical items in the
production office include printer cartridges and batteries.
Hazardous waste
This refers to items that may carry a public health or
environmental risk. The four hazardous waste
characteristics include being flammable, corrosive,
explosive or poisonous. Examples include solvent-based
paint, polyurethane, batteries, motor oil, cleaning agents
and other chemicals.

BACKGROUND
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What do these terms mean?
ABC Murders sourced food locally plus only used real cutlery
& crockery or biodegradable options.
Recyclable

WHAT IS SUSTAINABILITY IN FILM?

When it is possible and practical to recycle a specific product.

Recycled content
When a product is partially made from recycled material, i.e.
a portion of the content of the material has been recycled.

Cradle to cradle
When a product (and all the packaging it requires) has a
complete ‘closed-loop’ cycle, so that every component will
either return to the natural ecosystem through biodegradation
or be recycled indefinitely.
Contamination
When waste collections include items that render the rest
unrecyclable, for example putting a half-full coffee cup or
take-out food container with leftovers in with clean and dry
paper, glass and plastic will contaminate an entire bag of
items that could have been recycled. This bag will now end
up in landfill instead.
Poly logos
The plastic identification logo that indicates the type
of plastic.
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WATER CONSERVATION

Objective: To reduce the overall amount of water consumed
and ensure that all waste water is disposed of in a suitable
manner.

Water footprint
We all need to use water daily for drinking, cooking and
washing, but we often don’t think about the water associated
with products that we buy such as food or textiles.

Less that 3% of all the water on earth is fresh water, and of
that only a small amount (less than 1%) is available for
consumption. With rise in consumption due to population
growth and decline in water quality due to drought and
pollution, water is a scarce resource that needs to be used
with care. The devastating drought in KZN during 2015-16
has brought home how dependent we are on fresh water.
On-set water is needed for drinking, toilets, laundry (costume),
general cleaning, food preparation and washing dishes. Water
might also be needed for specific scenes.
The disposal of water should always be done responsibly.
Where water has limited pollutants (e.g. when using
biodegradable soap in a washing machine) this can be
reused as grey water for irrigation, flushing toilets, etc,
however water mixed with harsh chemicals (e.g. when
dying fabric) should be treated as hazardous waste.
1% 3%

iinfographic.

96%

The water footprint measures the amount of water used to
produce each of the goods and services we use. It can be
measured for a single process, such as growing rice, for a
product, such as a pair of jeans, for the fuel we put in our car,
or for an entire multi-national company.
For instance, the production of one kilogramme of beef
requires approximately 15,000 litres of water when the total
water footprint is considered.

1kg beef

=

15 000L water
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ECO PROCUREMENT

Greenwashing

Objective: To influence supply chain and procurement
decisions to prioritize products that are energy efficient, has a
low carbon footprint and reduces waste to landfill, and where
possible provides a positive social impact.

Greenwashing is the act of misleading consumers about
the environmental practices of a company, or the
environmental benefits of a product or service.
This could take different shapes, such as hidden
trade-offs, a lack of proof, vagueness, irrelevance or lies.
Make sure that any green claims can be verified and are
relevant.

Procurement is the key to sustainability
because it can reduce the negative impact.
Strictly Come Dancing used 100% biodegradable liquid glitter
and biodegradable makeup wipes.

The following principles can be considered to
encourage greener procurement options.

Do we really need to have it? Are there alternative options
without the negative impact?

Are there environmentally friendly options that are
certified and credible? Are there options that have less
toxic chemicals?

Can we request catering that is local, seasonal and organic
whenever possible? Do the caters provide fish that comply
with the Southern African Sustainable Seafood Initiative
(SASSI) guide?

Can we give preference to the procurement of local goods
and services?

Can we get products that include recycled content, or goods
that can be reused, recycled or composted rather than
single-use for disposal, such as polystyrene containers?

When selecting accommodation request their environmental
policy to ensure that they confirm with responsible tourism
principles. Also consider how / if the distance between the
accommodation and location can be minimised.

Can we get products that support ethical and fair-trade principles? Can we give preference to service providers who
demonstrate their environmental commitment through an
eco-label or by providing their environmental policy?

How can we avoid goods that are excessively packaged, and
rather buy in bulk whenever possible?

Can we request transport service providers that have
vehicles with alternative fuels and technologies, to minimise
energy consumption and pollution?

BACKGROUND

PRACTICES

Eco Labels and Standards
It can be difficult to know which option is best, so it helps to
have eco-labels. Some of these labels are third-party
certified, while others are unjustified claims known as
“greenwashing”.

WHAT
SUSTAINABILITY
IN certified
FILM?goods and
To avoid IS
greenwashing,
it helps to use
services, a few of which are mentioned below:

Beauty without Cruelty (bwcsa.co.za) is an animal rights
organisation with a primary objective to educate and inform
the public about the exploitation, abuse and suffering of
animals and to offer humane, non-animal alternatives to
replace cruel and harmful lifestyle choices.
Energy Star (www.energystar.gov) is a widely recognised
label for energy efficient appliances, specifically
televisions and computers.
Eco Standard (ww.ecostandard.co.za) is an independent
verification body, which recognises responsible design and
manufacture for the building sector.
Fairtrade (www.fairtrade.org.za) is an internationally
recognised approach to trading that aims to ensure that
producers in poor countries get a fair deal, including a fair
price for goods and services, decent working conditions, and
a commitment from buyers to provide reasonable security for
the producers. Look out for this logo when buying coffee,
wine, sugar and other produce.
Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa
(www.fairtourismsa.org.za) is a non-profit organisation that
promotes sustainable tourism development. This is done
through awareness raising, research and advocacy, capacity
building, and facilitating the world’s first tourism fair-trade
certification programme. Look out for this logo when booking
accommodation.

IMPLEMENTATION
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Forest Stewardship Council (www.fsc.org) is a
certification system that provides a credible link between
responsible production and consumption of forest products,
enabling consumers and businesses to make purchasing
decisions that benefit people and the environment, as well as
providing ongoing business value. Look out for this logo
when buying paper or wood products.
Green Building Council (www.gbcsa.org.za) promotes
buildings that are energy and resource efficient,
environmentally responsible, and incorporate design,
construction and operational practices that significantly
reduce or eliminate any negative impact on the environment
and the buildings’ occupants. Studios or offices can be
certified by GBCSA, or other international green building
labels such as LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) from the US or BREEAM (Building
Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method)
from the UK.
Heritage SA (www.heritageza.co.za) is an environmental
rating and management system based on the application of
simple and effective environmentally friendly and responsible
operating standards across various business operation
aspects. Look out for this logo when booking
accommodation.
Maritime Stewardship Council (www.msc.org) is a
certification system that focuses on the fishing industry and is
supported by Southern African Sustainable
Seafood Initiative (www.wwfsassi.co.za). They aim to
improve the conservation status of overexploited
seafood species, through educating and raising
awareness among all participants in the seafood trade – from
wholesalers and restaurateurs through to seafood lovers. Ask
your caterers to provide MSC approved fish from the SASSI
green list.
South African Bureau of Standards (www.sabs.co.za) is
the national institute for the promotion and maintenance of
standardisation and quality in connection with
commodities and the rendering of services.
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EMISSIONS REDUCTION

WHAT IS SUSTAINABILITY IN FILM?

Calculating your carbon footprint

Objective: To implement business practices that reduce the
overall carbon emissions and other pollution caused due to
production activities, and where possible measure and offset
your carbon footprint.

The following are some of the biggest contributors towards
carbon emissions during a production and should be
measured as part of your carbon footprint, while the
production indicators allows for comparison within the
industry.

Climate change is one of the biggest threats
facing humankind currently and we need to
seriously consider how we need to change our
actions to reduce our carbon emissions. Your
carbon footprint, and that of your production, is
as unique as your fingerprint and you tend to
leave traces of it on everything you touch.

Offsetting your carbon footprint:
Here are a few local options for offsetting your
carbon footprint:

Measure your impact: You need to know what contributes
most towards your carbon footprint so that you know what
you can focus on to reduce it.

Avoid or reduce where you can: Identify a few key areas
that can help you to reduce your carbon footprint (such as
flights, transport and energy consumption) and implement
practical steps to avoid or reduce these activities.

Offset what you can’t avoid: This is not a quick fix, but if
you can’t avoid the emissions then you need to aim to offset
these carbon emissions. This can be done through a local
carbon offset initiative.

Credible Carbon has a wide range of independently audited
projects to choose from. (www.carbon.org.za)
Food and Trees for Africa has their own carbon calculator
and plant trees to offset emissions. (https://trees.org.za)
Greenpop and Precious Tree Project focus on reforestation
and restoration projects.
(https://greenpop.org and https://precioustreeproject.org.za)
Wildlands in KZN work with communities improving their
livelihoods through innovative sustainable programmes.
(www.wildtrust.co.za)
Wonderbag in KZN makes insulation cookers that reduce
energy consumption and carbon emissions. A local product
named as one of the worlds’ most genius inventions.
(www.wonderbagworld.com)
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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT

Objective:
To SUSTAINABILITY
provide a positive impact
the local economic
WHAT IS
INonFILM?
development with tangible social benefits to the people
involved with, or effected by, the production.

The film industry in South Africa makes a significant
contribution towards the economy through encouraging
employment of local staff or buying products made locally.
Skills training and job creation are essential in building a
local economy while it also has a positive social impact.
The Green Economy refers to the companies and individual
professionals who supply products and provide services in a
manner that reduces environmental risk and future resource
scarcities and supports the shift towards a low-carbon
economy.

The following should be considered to promote social and
economic development:

Identify a local legacy project that will receive the benefits of
any discarded goods or a carbon offset project.

Encourage fair employment practices, and contract service
providers that do the same.

Provide training on greening initiatives (e.g. waste
separation, tour guides, etc.).

Hire local staff wherever possible, and where there is no
expertise, train local staff.

Avoid damaging cultural heritage sites during a production
and respect local culture.

Create jobs by developing a new demand for green products
or services.

Avoid using goods or practices that are hazardous to human
health or the natural environment.

Purchase local products, and use local suppliers of goods
and services.

Donate unused food and other usable items to local charity
organisations.

BACKGROUND
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Objective: To provide guidance and communicate progress to
cast and crew with the aim to increase awareness and
encourage wider adoption of sustainable practices.

Objective: To ensure that the natural environment is not
harmed in any way.

Two specific pieces of legislation related to filming on,
adjacent to or in close proximity to an environmentally
sensitive area include the National Environmental
Management Act (Act No. 7 of 2007) and the eThekwini
Municipality Film By-lay (June 2018) which require an
Environmental Management Impact Assessment, Plan or
Programme depending on size and scope. An Environmental
Control Officer (ECO) might also be required to ensure that
all the requirements are met.
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COMMUNICATION AND TRAINING

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

Shooting on location often involves the need for a setting in
nature, which could lead to a negative impact on the
surrounding area. It is very important to ensure that the
natural environment is left in the same, or better, condition
than before the production.

RESOURCES

Environmental Control Officer (ECO)
An Environmental Control Officer or ECO is a qualified
environmentalist who also understands the mechanics and
demands of a film shoot. They ensure film crews use
environmentally sensitive locations in a responsible manner
and return the site to its initial state, e.g. through
rehabilitation of vegetation when required after filming.

A significant legacy of production is when the crew and cast
are empowered to contribute towards making a difference.
By incorporating key messages into the callsheet it helps to
get the greening message across. Sometimes crew or cast
might feel ‘inconvenienced’ because of Meat Free Monday
being implemented or having to wait for a shuttle to fill up,
for example, which is why they need to understand why it is
being done and what the impact of these actions are.

IMPLEMENTATION
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IMPLEMENTATION – HOW TO RUN A SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION?
GETTING STARTED

Continuous improvement is a principle of
sustainability that should be included into
the overall planning process to ensure that
lessons learnt are captured, as illustrated
in the following diagram.

PREPARE

LEGACY

CHECK

PLAN

DO

PREPARE
Set up green team, and identify champions
Appointing a dedicated person to help drive the process on-set helps
to make sure things happen, although it is equally important to
ensure that there is buy-in from the top. Without support from the
producer the implementation will not have the same impact. The
responsibility for implementation should however not rest with one
person, it is rather a team effort across all departments.

PLAN
Greening policy, principles, strategy & action plan
Each production has a different context so will require its own
strategy and action plan that should be implemented as the
production unfolds. While some of the core elements might
remain the same, the specific targets and aims are unique for
each production.
A policy guides the process, and could include practices such as
waste minimisation, energy efficiency or transport coordination. It
should give clear guidance on what needs to be achieved along
with targets, although not the details on how to achieve it as
these may vary with each project. It is essential to ensure that
your sustainability policy is signed off at the highest level and
that all relevant crew and cast are aware of it. It could also be
shared with suppliers, so that they are encouraged to consider
their environmental impact, and to comply with your policy.
Your policy is implemented through a greening strategy, which
broadly outlines what you need to do, while your action plan
gives more specific content to the planned interventions, with
specific targets, dates, responsible persons, related costs and
desired outcomes as might be relevant.
Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) to measure the success of
the implementation should be flexible, and adapt to the changing
needs of the production, while still adhering to the greening
principles and policy.

BACKGROUND
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DO
Implement, communicate and train
All the planning in the world will not help if implementation is
impractical and unrealistic. The action plan is critical to ensure
that all the relevant preparation happens at the right time.
The greening action plan should however be integrated with
the main planning for the production, and cannot be done at
the last moment. Implementation happens as the production
unfolds with support from all the different departments.
Communication is essential to ensure that crew and cast can
get actively involved in greening initiatives. They need to know
what the policy is and how they can contribute. This can be
done through including messages to gain support for actions
aimed to achieve specific targets into the callsheet – which
should be distributed digitally, or having a dedicated campaign
that reinforces the overall policy through practical examples.

The following could be done to create
awareness on-set:
Compile a greening communication strategy with dedicated
messaging that is relevant to cast and crew.
Provide cast and crew with a steady stream of interesting tips
on what they could do to assist with greening in a way that will
help the production achieve its targets, and link this to
important environmental facts.
Organise competitions and activations that create awareness
and require participation.
Provide recognition for participation, such as identifying a
green champion every week and showcasing what they have
done.

IMPLEMENTATION

CHECK
Monitor and report
If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it! Clear targets need to
be set at the start of the production, which you will need to monitor
throughout the production. At the end of the production you will be
able to see what savings were made around resource efficiency
and what the overall carbon footprint of the production is.

There are various international carbon calculators available,
such as Albert+ or PEAR (Production Environmental
Accounting Report), however the concern is that these are not
aligned to the South African reality. This especially relates to
coal-based electricity generation, building standards and
access to “greener” options. It is important that locally
appropriate emission factors are used to calculate the true
impact of a production.

RESOURCES
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LEGACY
Leave a positive legacy
When considering sustainability, it is important to reflect on the
positive long-term impact or legacy of the production on the local
city or community. Positive actions can include social initiatives
such as repairing or establishing a community asset such as a
crèche or food garden or by investing in a local project or carbon
offset initiative.
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MANAGEMENT PROCESS

While most impact happens during the actual production phase, the pre-production phase is when suitable mechanisms are put in place
to reduce the overall impact.
PRE-PRODUCTION

PRODUCTION

Many of the decisions that will have the biggest potential
impact on a production’s carbon footprint is made during
pre-production.

Media production is a fast and furious business that hangs by
many threads. Once full production mode is entered,
sustainability runs the risk of becoming an optional add-on.

It is simpler to have the products and services that will support
your responsible processes in place from the beginning than to
change retrospectively. That way, HODs are also aware from
the outset how their decisions potentially impact the targets set
in the production’s policy, from build-up all the way through the
production.

Ongoing high-level support remains critical during
implementation and should include holding departments
accountable for the actions identified in the sustainability action
plan, and providing the data required to measure effectiveness.

Therefore, including sustainability into the planning phase
allows the production to anticipate where the most carbon
emissions will be generated. This helps to unlock the most,
and potentially the most cost efficient and least disruptive,
opportunities in which to green the production.

Consistently reinforce the commitment to running a green set.

Identify green champions in each department.

Include sustainability into your planning right from the outset by
appointing a dedicated Sustainability PA / Green Monitor, with
support from consultants where appropriate.

Hold departments (HODs and green champions) accountable and
support by balancing budgetary requirements with sustainability
needs when conflicts arise.

Have a clear sustainability strategy with specific targets.
Create this collaboratively with your team and make sure it’s
ambitious but achievable within the context of the production.

Prioritise the targets set out in the sustainability strategy and
develop departmental action plans to achieve them.

Measure and monitor data that reflect carbon footprint and
resource use throughout the production, and adapt where
needed and practical.

Set the tone by labelling your production a “green set”.

Andy’s Adventures minimised travel and transport by using
‘recycled’ footage combined with a green screen, as well as
video conferencing.

POST-PRODUCTION
In order to measure the full impact of a project, it is
recommended that the carbon emissions from post-production
activities be included into the overall carbon footprint
calculations. This will mainly be electricity use, which can be
significant for South African productions that rely heavily on
VFX and CGI.
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ACTIONS PER DEPARTMENT

Each production is unique; however, this
section provides an overview of actions that
could be implemented per department to get
you started on your journey.

Prioritise digital workflow (call sheets, invoicing, contracts, dailies
etc.) and print only on request.

Co-ordinate work trips to minimize individual journeys and
unnecessary travel.

Print only when necessary, then double sided (A5 if practical) on
FSC certified paper or paper with recycled content.

Provide re-usable water bottles/hot drinks cups/lunch containers
and shopping bags to reduce waste due to single use items.

Host a green production workshop with HODs and/or green
ambassadors to get their buy-in.

Collect and recycle paper, and e-waste, such as printer cartridges
and batteries.

Track donations made based on rand value and items donated.

Set sustainability strategy and targets, with departmental action
plans.

Choose offices with natural light, energy efficient fixtures (e.g. LED
lights and motion sensors) and water efficient fittings (e.g. taps and
toilets), as well as individual metering of utilities.

Engage talent in sustainability targets, including clearly briefing all
extras on relevant procedures. Hire local crew and cast to cut
down on travel and accommodation.

Ensure high-level commitment and inclusion in planning from
outset.

Source through renting as opposed to buying energy efficient
appliances and switch off all equipment, lights and appliances
when not in use.

Appoint a dedicated Sustainability PA or Green Monitor.

Ensure windows and doors are closed when running heating or
air-conditioning.

Provide regular communications to share achievements or
motivate crew e.g. green notice board, information on call sheets,
a reward system or weekly memo’s.

Reduce unnecessary travel through virtual meetings/conference
calls and allow working from home where possible.

Commit to eco-procurement and clearly communicate this,
especially to key suppliers.

Incentivise car sharing to work though priority parking or fuel reimbursement.

PRODUCTION (OFFICE)
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There are a number of carbon neutral film studios
around the world, including Vancouver Film Studios in
Canada, Bavaria Film in Germany and the Vectar Project
in the Greater Manchester, UK, which underwent
“climate-change reconstruction” in 2019.

STUDIO
When selecting a studio for your next production, consider the
following:

Choosing such a facility lowers a production’s carbon
footprint
the outset by providing
infrastructure and
WHAT
ISfrom
SUSTAINABILITY
IN FILM?
support for, for example, effective waste management
through facilities to recycle of a wide range of materials,
water conservation through efficient fittings and
appliances, responsible energy use through efficient
technology such as LED lighting, use of natural light,
motion sensors, efficient appliances, generating
renewable energy on site, insulated buildings as well as
efficient heating, cooling and ventilation systems that
include natural solutions where possible.

Choose a studio where the facilities and service providers in place
are aligned with your sustainability strategy – it will be easier to
measure and achieve your targets.

Clearly state your expectations from the start about running a
sustainable production and clarify each party’s role in realizing this.

Request meter readings for utilities (water and electricity) in the
space you utilise for accurate data collection and monitoring.

RESOURCES

Check if the studio has any renewable energy sources, such as
solar and wind, which could help cut your energy bill and carbon
footprint.
Check if the studio house lights are energy efficient, such as LED
bulbs and motion sensors, as well as an efficient heating and
cooling system to reduce electricity consumption. Ask how this is
managed and who is responsible for switching it off.
Check if the studio has water efficient taps and toilets, as well as
any rainwater collection or other non-potable water sources such
as grey water recycling, to help you to better manage your water
use. Check what you would need to do with any water that you
need to dispose of.
Check if they have dedicated, well managed areas for various
waste streams with clear signage that will make it easier to
separate waste at source and accurately measure the impact,
including for compostables such as food waste. Ask if the studio
can report on your waste separately if the venue is shared with
other productions.

Switch off all lights and appliances and heating, ventilation and
air-conditioning (HVAC) when not in use or overnight.

BACKGROUND
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UNIT & LOCATIONS
These departments need to work together to make sure the waste
separation and management system followed at the production
village/office is replicated on set – whether in studio or on location.
A successful waste management plan is the most difficult thing
to achieve on set, so failing to plan means planning to fail.

I’m a Celebrity...Get Me Out of Here! reconfigured its power
setup to reduce the number of main generators from eight to
five, and solar panels were installed on the roof of the
production office.

Aim to implement a three-bin system for rubbish, recycling
and compostable / food waste.

Ensure that a full waste management system is implemented, with
sufficient bins, bags and signage for the various waste types that
are identified for the production. These would typically be rubbish
(waste to landfill), recycling and compostable or food waste.

Enquire whether energy and water metering is available or can be
arranged prior to occupation of a venue.

Ensure that suitable waste logistics are in place for removal of all
waste streams to reduce waste to landfill through recycling and
composting.

Preferably use biodegradable chemicals and non-potable water
for flushing and cleaning of toilets and trailers. Ensure that toilet
chemicals are formaldehyde free.

Avoid locations that have a high biodiversity risk.

Fill water bowsers from non-potable sources such as rainwater,
borehole water or dam water and not with municipal drinking water.

In all natural locations, be fastidious about following location
requirements and guidance from the ECO.

Dispose of liquid hazardous waste responsibly and make lightly
contaminated grey water available for reuse (on-set or to other
industries).

Use size-appropriate generators with suitable drip trays.

Provide LED outdoor lighting at base-camp and on set, as well as
in all trailers.

Consider solar energy if possible, or even biodiesel for generators
(even by starting in basecamp to test).

Ban single-use plastic water bottles! Provide alternatives such as
water fountains with reusable bottles.
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TRANSPORT
Transport is often the largest contributor to the overall carbon
footprint of a production. This includes flights, as well as vehicles
for passenger transfers and the transportation of goods.

Blue Door hired a range of hybrid cars for cast and crew,
enforced a no idling policy and employed route efficiency
measures to significantly reduce transport emissions.

Idling for longer than ten seconds uses more fuel than to
restart your engine.

Impose a strict no-idling policy on set.

Co-ordinate trips to reduce the number of journeys and encourage
car sharing.

Encourage the use of public transportation.

Plan ahead to avoid express shipments.

Train all drivers in efficient driving techniques that saves fuel and
emissions.

Buy local products where possible to reduce hidden transport
costs.

Wait for shuttles to fill up before leaving, or depart at regular
intervals.

Select accommodation close to the main studio or location to
reduce time and money spent on travelling.

Hire fuel-efficient vehicles with lower emission rates.

Use bicycles or electric carts for traveling short distances.

Share haulage and freighting space between departments through
optimal loading where / when possible.

Transport has a significant contribution to the overall carbon
footprint, so ensure that suitable data is captured.
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FLIGHTS AND ACCOMMODATION
Flights often make the biggest contribution to a production's
carbon emissions, especially on international productions,
supplemented by accommodation. While unavoidable, there are
ways in which to reduce the impact.

Request accommodation suppliers to provide their environmental
policy.

Give preference to accommodation that has environmental
certification such as Fair Trade Tourism, Heritage, GreenGlobe,
etc.

Select accommodation that is near to the main location to cut
down on travel time, fuel and emissions.

Choose self-catering over hotel accommodation and encourage
house sharing with joint facilities.

Reduce unnecessary flights and book regular flights instead of
charters. Economy class tickets have a lower carbon footprint
compared to business or first class.

Provide direct flights where possible, as a direct flight has a lower
footprint than the same flight with a stop-over.

Flights and accommodation are often the biggest single contributor
to the overall carbon footprint, so ensure that suitable data is
captured.

Being the Brontës reduced travel between cities through
efficient shoot scheduling, while hiring local talent reduced
both travel and accommodation costs and emissions.

An economy return flight from Durban to Cape Town will
emit around 633 kg CO2e, while a flight from Durban to
London will emit around 5,256 kg CO2e for an economy
return trip and 13,140 kg CO2e for a first class return trip.
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CATERING
The catering team is an important ally in sustainable film
production, both in terms of an opportunity to educate cast and
crew, as well as reducing the carbon footprint.

RESOURCES
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Avoid coffee pods unless biodegradable, or try to recycle if
unavoidable.
Jamie’s Meat Free Meals provided 100% vegetarian catering
during production, prepared by restaurants and local caterers
on location and some of Jamie’s chefs while shooting in
studio. Food waste was reduced through not over ordering,
donating perishable items and giving leftover to crew.

Avoid the use of palm oil wherever possible.

Provide accurate numbers to avoid wastage and donate left-over
meals to charity.

Choose reusable cups, cutlery and crockery, or biodegradable that
is then composted, or recyclable that is then recycled.

Encourage crew and cast to take only what they will eat, and
rather come back for seconds if they are still hungry.

Encourage the use of re-usable water bottles and provide water
stations for refilling.

Give preference to locally sourced, seasonal and organically
grown fruit and vegetables.

Avoid all single-use plastics, polystyrene, cling-wrap and
aluminium foil.

Give preference to FairTrade certified products, such as coffee, tea
and sugar.

Buy condiments in bulk containers and decant into reusable
containers.

Give preference to more vegetarian food options and less meat,
specifically avoiding lamb and beef.

Buy produce in bulk or directly from suppliers/growers to reduce
packaging, e.g. using crates instead of boxes and exchange when
deliveries are made.

Give preference to free-range eggs and chickens, as well as
organically reared meat and seafood from SASSI’s green list.

Compost all food waste and all biodegradable food containers.

Provide healthy snacks and fruit at craft.

Use biodegradable dishwashing soap and responsibly dispose of
grey water – not into natural environment.
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TECHNICAL & SFX

All departments have a role to play in reducing negative impact,
even those that have a purely technical focus.

Use as much daylight as possible – plan shoots accordingly i.e. by
selecting a hotel room that is on the sunny side of the building.

Give preference to rechargeable batteries and investigate the
possibility of solar chargers.

Consider the use of drones to cut down on helicopter use for aerial
shots, but take note of restrictions such as in nature reserves.

Opt to shoot digitally, which eliminates the use of chemicals to
develop film.

Choose water-based smoke and fog, as well as biodegradable
snow, and blood replacements that contains only food-grade
ingredients.

Opt for propane gas instead of diesel for fire effects.

Always use drip trays and peat or other biodegradable materials to
soak up any spills. Dispose of these responsibly.

RESOURCES

Choose LED lights where practical and switch off when not
needed.
Jamie’s Meat Free Meals provided 100% vegetarian catering
during production, prepared by restaurants and local caterers
on location and some of Jamie’s chefs while shooting in
studio. Food waste was reduced through not over ordering,
donating perishable items and giving leftover to crew.

Switch off any equipment that is not in use.
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ART DEPARTMENT
Art department includes concept, construction comprising
carpentry, fabrication and scenics, as well as props and set
decoration. These departments provide a multitude of
opportunities for sustainable practices.

The Post exclusively used timber certified by the Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC) and wall skins made from 100%
post-consumer recycled paper, cardboard and wood chips.

RESOURCES
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Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) include a variety of
chemicals that can cause eye, nose and throat irritation,
shortness of breath, headaches, fatigue, nausea, dizziness
and skin problems. Higher concentrations may cause irritation
of the lungs, as well as damage to the liver, kidney, or central
nervous system. Buy paints and adhesives that have low or no
VOCs.

Design for deconstruction, especially in terms of sets e.g. using
screws instead of glue. That allows for more materials to be reused
or donated instead of being discarded after use.

Give preference to sourcing locally manufactured products.

Reuse components where possible, e.g. wall panels from previous
productions, recycled steel, set decoration elements such as
carpets (especially where these still need to be treated for visual
effect).

Be specific with your orders to avoid unnecessary wastage.

Engage with your important suppliers to see if they have
alternative products that are more environmentally friendly, less
toxic, use less resources, and includes recycled content or is
responsibly produced. It is all about supply and demand.

Carefully manage and responsibly dispose of liquid and other
hazardous waste.

Coordinate bulk orders of consumables to cut down on packaging
and negotiate with suppliers to make items such as spray bottles
and nozzles available separately to cut down on wastage.

Recycling starts with having appropriate storage areas, easy to
understand signage for various waste streams, as well as
appointing specialist recycling service providers who can manage
different waste streams.

Support suppliers that offer a take-back agreement, including for
waste, e.g. scrap metal from cars used in a burn scene.

Use non-potable water and biodegradable soaps for cleaning.

Always prioritise water-based glues, paints and finishes over
solvent-based and choose non-toxic, low VOC options.

Be particularly attentive to opportunities to divert materials from
landfill during set building and strike.

Request FSC certified wood and avoid the use of endangered
hardwoods.

Avoid pollution and do not contaminate storm water runoff by
ensuring that paints or residuals do not enter storm water drains or
the natural environment.

BACKGROUND

PRACTICES

IMPLEMENTATION

RESOURCES

39

COSTUME / HAIR & MAKE-UP
These departments are not just about looks - they are areas of
innovation and positive impact too.

Game of Thrones make-up department used products that
have not been tested on animals and that come in
recyclable packaging.

The Woman in the Window purchased 25% of the movie’s
costumes from second-hand shops, rather than purchase
new clothes from retailers.

Hire or buy and alter second-hand costumes rather than procure
new items.

Swap single-use plastic garment bags for reusable fabric bags.

Where possible, manufacture locally using locally sourced fabric,
materials and trimmings.

Donate clothing after the production, where appropriate.

Repurpose or find an offtake partner who can use your fabric
offcuts to reduce waste to landfill.

Cosmetics and consumables should be bought in bulk to reduce
packaging.

Use natural dyes and give preference to environmentally friendly
fabrics such as organically grown cotton.

Switch to brands with natural ingredients that have not been tested
on animals and/or with packaging that includes recycled content.

Wash laundry at cooler temperatures and try to capture water from
final rinse for 1st cycle of next wash.

Choose biodegradable wipes and compost them.

Use biodegradable laundry soap, or try using soap nuts.

Use refillable pump spray bottles instead of aerosol cans.

Avoid dry cleaning whenever possible.

Reduce packaging waste and recycle/refill/return items where
possible.
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KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS (KPIs)
PRODUCTION INDICATORS

If you can’t measure it, you can’t manage it. It is important to consider the following key
aspects when measuring impact of a production.

The boundary needs to be determined so that there is clarity
on what is included or excluded from the overall reporting.
While the boundary needs to be as inclusive as possible,
there might be reasons for exclusion due to materiality or
access to data. The production budget is often a good
boundary.
The tracking and reporting of greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions is broken down into three different scopes. Scope
1 GHG emissions are direct emissions from sources that are
owned or controlled by the organisation. Scope 1 includes all
direct emissions, while scope 2 focusses on the purchase of
electricity. Scope 3 refers to other indirect emissions, such as
transport-related activities in vehicles not owned or controlled
by the reporting entity, outsourced activities, waste disposal,
the extraction and production of purchased materials and
fuels, etc.
The methodology is also important to ensure consistency
and allows for comparison between productions.

SF6

PFCs
HFCs

CO e

N 2O

CH4
CO2

2

Production time (weeks of pre, production and post)

Average crew, cast and extras on-set (number of people)
SCOPE 2

SCOPE 3

SCOPE 1

A Key Performance Indicator (KPI) is a measurable value
that demonstrates how effectively a company is achieving
key business objectives. Organizations use KPIs to evaluate
their success at reaching targets.

Here are a few generic indicators that can assist to measure
the overall impact of the production and allow for comparison
to other productions:

OTHER INDIRECT

Total recording time (hours recorded)

Flights
Accommodation
Delegate
Transport

DIRECT
INDIRECT ENERGY
Electricity

Main locations (number of locations with details on size)

Fuel

Venue

Infrastructure
Transport

Company
Vehicles

Waste

Length of series, number of episodes, flight time
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WASTE REDUCTION

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

WATER CONSERVATION

The main aim is to determine the amount of waste diverted from
landfill through avoidance, recycling or composting, however this
can be measured through the following indicators:

Because energy is a significant contributor to carbon emissions, it
is essential to ensure that the amount of energy used on-set and in
the production office is measured, with specific details on:

Water is a scarce resource that needs to be managed with care,
so the amount of water used on-set and in the production office
needs to be measured, with details on:

Waste sent to landfill (kilogram / ton)

Electricity used in office and / or at the studio (kWh
based on utility bills)

Amount and sources of potable water used in office and
on-set (kilolitres)

Waste diverted from landfill through recycling
(kilogram / ton)

House power used on-set and in the studio (kWh, where
applicable/available)

Amount and sources of non-potable water used on-set
(kilolitres)

Waste diverted from landfill through composting
(kilogram / ton)

Diesel used for generators on-set (litres)

Any bottled water procured for use on-set (bottles &
size)

Waste diverted from landfill through reuse, repurpose
or donation (kilogram / ton)

Alternative energy used on-set, such as biodiesel
(litres)

Amount of grey water re-used (kilolitres), either on site
or off

Percentage of waste diverted from landfill through
recycling, repurpose and composting (% based on
kilograms / ton above)

Use of LED lighting on-set (while you would ultimately
want to measure consumption in kWhs, it can also be
based on time usage or percentage of lighting units
on-set based on total lights)

Amount of hazardous waste water disposed of (kilolitres)

Blue Door sets were built and dressed entirely with reclaimed
materials,which were all removed for reuse on future shoots.

The Post's basecamp generator was run on biodiesel containing
20% renewable fuel.

Number of plastic water bottles typically used on-set
replaced by reusable water bottles (number and size
of plastic bottles)
Amount of paper used (reams A4 and other sizes),
amount of Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certified
paper used and amount of paper with recycled content
used
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TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT

CATERING

ECO PROCUREMENT

The largest contributor towards the overall carbon footprint of a
production is usually due to flights and transport, so it is important
to measure the following indicators:

The film industry is known for lavish catering, so this is an indicator
that should be measured, with details on:

Procurement of goods and services can contribute significantly
towards creating change and it is proposed that the following
indicators be measured, with details on:

Number of flights (routing and class per flight, so that
total flight distance can be calculated)

Catering provided (type and number of meals
provided)

Number of heads of beds (bed nights and
accommodation type)

Amount of fuel used for transport (type, i.e. petrol or
diesel and amount of fuel in litres) – note that this
excludes generator fuel included under energy

Amount of food waste diverted through re-use
(kg food / meals re-used)

Description of specific eco procurement initiatives
implemented, with the aim of at least one initiative per
department (description of initiative).

Type of vehicles used on set, if possible.

Catering arrangements to determine polystyrene
containers (cups and food containers) diverted
from landfill (number and type of unit)

Type of chemicals used on set, including paint, glue and
cleaning agents (volume of chemicals procured).

LEGACY
Number of trainees on production (number trainees)
While most of the indicators refer to the impact caused due to
resource consumption during the production, this indicator
specifically refers to the long-term positive impact that remains
behind on completion of the production. The indicators below give
some examples of what can be measured, but it will differ based
on the type of legacy project.

Value of benefits provided to a local community
through a charity drive (rand value of donation, both
monetary and in-kind)

Value of material or items donated or repurposed for
community benefit (rand value of donation)
American Crime Story: The Assassination of Gianni Versace
donated nearly $15,000 worth of furniture, artwork, lights and
more materials used on set to the Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Los Angeles. The organisation helps provide home
improvement materials to families in need.

Examples of innovation trialled during production
(description)

RESOURCES
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CHECK LIST – WHAT ARE THE ESSENTIALS?
CHECK LIST
Make a Plan

You will need to establish a plan on how you want to go
green:
Appoint a Sustainability PA or Green Monitor
Get buy-in and support from top management, cast, crew,
suppliers, sub-contractors, locations etc
Create a sustainability strategy supported by a policy and
targets, and pull these through to departmental action plans
that will help you achieve the targets, each with a timeline,
responsible person etc
Get a cross-departmental team together to drive the process
Consider creating an awareness programme starting with a
greening pledge
Make sure to measure, monitor, evaluate data and report on
progress
Monitoring requires data so identify key performance
indicators (KPIs) to be tracked as well as what format will be
required early on
Record opening data for KPIs where necessary such as
electricity and water meter readings

Eco-Procurement

Office

Prioritise sustainably made or sourced products as well as
local cast, crew and suppliers
Give preference to environmentally friendly products or
services, such as generators running on biodiesel, LED
lightbulbs, rechargeable batteries, solar powered lighting and
healthy food with a smaller carbon footprint
Avoid single-use disposable products such as plastic water
bottles, coffee cups, food containers and condiments in small
packages
Avoid purchasing new materials – rather use recycled or at
least recyclable material for your sets, props and costumes,
then recycle them
Avoid goods that are excessively packaged and give
preference to buying in bulk
Recycle, sell for reuse or donate as much as you can after
wrap
Avoid dated items and branded items to encourage reuse

Use laptops rather than desktops, because they are more
energy efficient
Only print what is absolutely necessary and opt for electronic
sharing as much as possible to minimise paper use
Only print double-sided on on at least 30% recycled paper
Use refillable cartridges for printing
Purchase environmentally friendly and recyclable products
Supply water fountains and use refillable water bottles or
glasses – avoid plastic bottles
Consider solar energy and biodiesel if possible
Practise waste separation at source
Consider installing sensors with energy efficient lighting
Set timers where possible to the required set points,
especially AC units
Consider an instant water boiler or a solar water heater
Fit all showers with energy efficient shower heads
Ensure all lights are switched off and all equipment is
unplugged once everyone leaves
Use air purifying plants instead of alien plants and cut flowers

The products and services you purchase will influence your
production’s level of sustainability and that can potentially
have a financial impact as well:

Ensure your production is green behind the scenes as well:

Plastic with Hugh and Anita’s production team used pens made
out of recycled plastic, plastic free masking tape and even
biodegradable bubble wrap. Local restaurants were asked to
avoid single use plastic for crew takeaways and many team
members brought their own food containers.

BACKGROUND
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Studios and locations

Discuss your plans for a greener production when doing site
visits and make sure you have checked on the following:
Does the location implement sustainability principles, such as
energy efficiency and water conservation?
Do all the main access areas have energy efficient lighting?
Do they have a waste separation system in place? How is
this managed?
Can air-conditioning be set to a minimum or to a seasonal
demand?
Can the back-up generators run on biodiesel?
Does the studio have access to any renewable energy
sources? Solar, wind, etc.
Does the studio work with service providers that are in line
with your green strategy?
When shooting in nature: ensure that there is an ECO officer

Art

The materials you source for your production are critical:
Use recycled and recyclable materials wherever possible,
then recycle it again
Source building materials from previous productions and
choose locally manufactured products
Design for deconstruction so that sets can be reused rather
than discarded
Sign take-back agreements with local suppliers or find
recipients in the community to donate any materials, clothing
and art to
Prioritise the use of environmentally friendly products and
materials such as FSC wood, and biodegradable products,
fabrics, dyes etc.

IMPLEMENTATION
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Transport and Travel

Catering

Encourage the use of public transport or bicycles wherever
possible. Short distances on set should always be walked by
cast and crew
Encourage carpooling and shared transport
When carpooling or providing group transport, ensure clear
scheduling so that vehicles are always full with staff and
efficiently used
Ensure that drivers know the most efficient routes and how to
drive in a fuel-efficient way
Avoid idling of vehicles at all times
Encourage cast and crew to remain in the country for their
holidays/ off-days to decrease the mileage when it comes to
international flights
Reduce unnecessary flights and charters and choose
economy over business or first because it has a lower carbon
footprint
Try to offset your air miles and carbon emissions from travel
by donating to local restoration and reforestation projects

Choose local, seasonal and where possible organic food
Introduce meat-free days
Ask for SASSI Green List seafood as well as free-range and
Fair Trade certified products where possible
Provide healthy options rather than fast-food with high sugar
content
Ensure that exact numbers have been communicated with
caterers to avoid food going to waste
Encourage cast and crew to only dish what they will eat and
rather go for seconds instead of having to throw food away
Find a local charity and NGO options for donating any
possible left-overs
Avoid single-use cutlery and crockery – rather choose
reusable items
Use biodegradable dishwashing soap
Encourage drinking water from reusable jugs from tap or
ensure water fountains are installed
Ensure that the greywater is being collected and used
appropriately

Accommodation

Technical and equipment

This accounts for the distance your cast and crew flew as
well as the mode of transport everyone uses while being on
site and has a significant impact on your carbon emissions:

Cast and crew’s accommodation should be near the main
location to reduce travel. Ensure that all accommodation:
Has environmentally friendly policies and practices in place
Display a towel and sheet re-use policy for their guests
Provide soap and shampoo in bulk and refrain from
single-use items
Try and accommodate as many of cast, crew and staff in the
same place and arrange transport accordingly to avoid
unnecessary and inefficient transport

Catering and dietary requirements can significantly enhance
the greening of your production if done right:

Reduce your carbon emissions is by saving energy:
Use energy and water efficient equipment and appliances
Turn off all equipment when not in use
Use rechargeable batteries and make sure it has an energy
efficiency rating
Give preference to LED lighting options
Try to use natural light as much as possible during shots
Use lead-free explosives, water-based fog, biodegradable
snow and blood from food grade ingredients

Marketing/ PR/ Production

Consider doing an electronic marketing campaign focused on
you journey to a sustainable production
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RESOURCES – WHERE CAN I FIND MORE INFORMATION?
WEBSITES
The following websites provide additional resources.
Albert+

Energy Star

Food and Trees for Africa (FTFA)

albert sustainable production certification (also known as albert+)
is a UK based tool and certification for a production's efforts to
reduce its carbon footprint.
https://wearealbert.org/

Energy star is an international label that promotes energy
efficiency.
www.energystar.gov

Development organisation that focuses on food security, urban
greening and environmental sustainability and registered as a
carbon offset initiative.
https://trees.org.za

BS 8909 Standard

Eco Standard

Fair Trade in Tourism South Africa (FTTSA)

A British specification for a sustainability management system for
film, has been designed to help the film industry run its business in
a more sustainable way.
http://www.bafta.org/initiatives/sustainability/what-bs-8909-standard

An independent label and verification body, which recognises
responsible design and manufacture in South Africa.
www.ecostandard.co.za

A non-profit that promotes responsible tourism in southern Africa
and beyond.
www.fairtourismsa.org.za

Beauty without Cruelty

Credible Carbon

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)

Humane, non-animal alternatives to replace cruel and harmful
lifestyle choices.
www.bwcsa.co.za

A South African carbon registry that enables businesses and
individuals to reduce their carbon footprint while also alleviating
poverty.
www.carbon.org.za

A non-profit established to promote the responsible management
of the world's forests.
www.fsc.org

Climate Reality Project

Green Screen - London, UK

Green Building Council South Africa (GBCSA)

Learn the basic facts of climate change.
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/climate-101

Green Screen is a practical online tool that supports
environmentally friendly filming in London –
also rolling out into Europe.
http://filmlondon.org.uk/green_screen

Accelerates the development and adoption of best green building
practices so that all buildings are designed, built and operated in
an environmentally sustainable way.
www.gbcsa.org.za

Durban Film Office

Environmental Media Association (EMA)

eThekwini Municipality

The film-industry development arm of the eThekwini Municipality,
mandated to position Durban as a world-class film production
destination and facilitate the development of the local film industry.
The office is also responsible for facilitating and coordinating
on-location filming in the City of Durban and surrounds.
http://www.durbanfilmoffice.com

EMA serves as a valuable link between the world of media and
the environmental community, working tirelessly to bring the
planet’s most pressing issues to the forefront of pop culture and
make true change by inspiring the next generation of filmmakers
and entrepreneurs. The EMA Green Seal is a recognition
program honoring progress in sustainable production.
www.green4ema.org/

Access the Development Planning, Environment & Management
Unit’s guidelines for water, waste, energy, biodiversity, climate
adaptation and more.
http://www.durban.gov.za/
Read extract of eThekwini Municipality Film By-law, June 2018
http://www.durban.gov.za/
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Green Production Guide by PGA - USA

New York City Film Green - New York, US

The Paris Agreement

The Producers Guild of America (PGA) developed the Green
Production Guide that aims to take all media green one set at a
time, featuring companies that provide sustainable and energy
saving products and services for film, television and commercial
productions.
www.greenproductionguide.com

NYC Film Green is a voluntary program that enables productions
engaging in environmentally-conscious practices to apply for and
receive recognition for their efforts.
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/mome/industries/nyc-film-green-home.page

An agreement within the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), dealing with
greenhouse-gas-emissions mitigation, adaptation, and finance,
signed in 2016.
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)

T-Green Film – Trentino, Italy

WrapZERO

Read an IPCC special report on the impacts of global warming of
1.5 °C above pre-industrial levels.
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/

T–Green Film is the first regional fund in Europe that awards and
certifies film production companies applying environmental
protection measures to their work.
https://www.trentinofilmcommission.it/en/t-green-film/

A consultancy that promotes and enables resource efficiency,
waste reduction and socially responsible decision-making in the
production of film, TV, commercials and stills.
https://wrapzero.co.za

KwaZulu-Natal Film Commission

Reel Green - British Colombia, Canada

Wildlands

The KwaZulu-Natal Film Commission aims to support and attract
national and international roleplayers in the film industry.
https://www.kwazulunatalfilm.co.za

Reel Green promotes an ambitious, non-political vision for
sustainable production based on sound scientific understanding,
policy and reasonable business for the benefit of the motion
picture industry and the international community.
https://www.creativebc.com/industry-sectors/motion-picture/reel-green/#about-reel-green

A KZN based non-profit working for the upliftment of people and
communities, creating livelihoods that provide dignity and a
future for families.
www.wildtrust.co.za

Maritime Stewardship Council (MSC)

Southern African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI)

Wonderbag

A non-profit established to promote the responsible management
of the world's fisheries.
www.msc.org

A WWF initiative to inform and educate all participants in the
seafood trade, from wholesalers to restaurateurs through to
seafood lovers, about sustainable seafood options.
www.wwfsassi.co.za

Eco friendly, powerless, portable slow cooker that gives you the
healthiest meals possible.
www.wonderbagworld.com

National Environmental Management Act (NEMA)

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

World Economic Forum

https://www.environment.co.za/environmental-laws-and-legislation-in-south-africa/nema-south-africa-national-environmental-ma
nagement-act-legislation-and-environmental-acts.html

17 global goals set by the United Nations General Assembly in
2015 for the year 2030.
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/

Read about the biggest risks facing our world in 2019 (or follow
them on Instagram)
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/01/these-are-the-biggest-risks-facing-our-world-in-2019/

Ugu South Coast Film Office - KZN
The Ugu South Coast Film Office will be established in 2019 in
Port Shepstone under the auspices of Ugu South Coast Tourism.
https://www.tourismsouthcoast.co.za/about-us/
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GLOSSARY

Carbon footprint

Contamination

Linear economy

The sum of all emissions of greenhouse gases like CO2 (carbon
dioxide), which were induced by activities in a given time frame.

When waste collections include items that render the rest
unrecyclable.

Works according to the “take, make and dispose” step plan.

Carbon offsetting

Eco-procurement

Non-renewable resource

The process of trying to reduce the damage caused by releasing
carbon dioxide (CO2) into the environment by doing other things
that remove CO2, for example, by planting trees.

Procurement decisions to prioritize products that are energy
efficient, has a low carbon footprint and reduces waste to landfill,
and where possible provides a positive social impact.

A natural resource that cannot be produced, regrown,
regenerated or reused on a scale that can sustain its
consumption rate indefinitely, for example fossil fuels.

Circular economy

E-waste / Electronic waste

Key Performance Indicator (KPI)

Works according to the 3R approach of “Reduce, Reuse &
Recycle”. Materials are made from renewable sources and
returned for reuse through composting biological material and
recycling technical materials.

Items that have a plug or battery, as well as batteries
themselves. Typical items in the production office include printer
cartridges and batteries.

A measurable value that demonstrates how effectively a
company is achieving key business objectives. Organizations
use KPIs to evaluate their success at reaching targets.

Climate crisist

Green Economy

Greenwashing

A more accurate term to describe the current extent of climate
change and global warming, whereby carbon pollution from fossil
fuels is warming our planet and throwing natural systems out of
balance.

The companies and individual professionals who supply products
and provide services in a manner that reduces environmental
risk and future resource scarcities and supports the shift towards
a low-carbon economy.

The act of misleading consumers about the environmental
practices of a company, or the environmental benefits of a
product or service.

Cradle to cradle

Greenhouse gas emissions

Hazardous waste

When a product (and all the packaging it requires) has a
complete ‘closed-loop’ cycle, so that every component will either
return to the natural ecosystem through biodegradation, or be
recycled indefinitely.

Any gaseous compound in the atmosphere that is capable of
absorbing infrared radiation, thereby trapping and holding heat in
the atmosphere. The majority of emissions are related to energy
consumption, and most of those are carbon dioxide.

Items that may carry a public health or environmental risk. The
four hazardous waste characteristics include being flammable,
corrosive, explosive or poisonous. Examples include
solvent-based paint, polyurethane, batteries, motor oil, cleaning
agents and other chemicals.
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Organic or biodegradable waste

Sixth extinction

Sustainability Production Assistant

Originate from plant or animal sources, and can be broken down
by other living organisms, such as leftover food or bio-degradable
food containers.

The current situation whereby the diversity of life on earth is
suddenly and dramatically contracted (for the sixth time in half a
billion years). It has been brought about by human actions and is
predicted to be the most devastating extinction event since the
asteroid impact that wiped out the dinosaurs.

A Sustainability PA or Green Monitor would be part of a
production team and mainly be responsible for data collection,
implementation support of the departmental action plans and
ongoing awareness and engagement with cast and crew.

Poly logos

Sustainability

Water footprint

The plastic identification logo that indicates the type of plastic.

The ability to meet the needs of the present, without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
needs. The concept is composed of three pillars: economic,
environmental, and social—also known as the triple bottom line
of profit, planet, and people.

The amount of water used to produce each of the goods and
services we use.

Recyclable
Can be recycled, such as glass, paper, cardboard, aluminium,
steel, plastic, etc.

These guidelines were developed for KwaZulul Natal Film
Commission by WrapZERO, September 2019
Content contribution and review by Liesl Hattingh, Grace Stead,
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